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1. THESSALONIANS, iv. 13. 14. 

But I would not baue you to be Ignorant Brethren, concerningg 
them which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not, even as others whic 
Ladis no hope. 

For if we believe that E died, and aroſe again, even jo ' 
them alſo which ſleep in Jelus, will God bring with him. 


eee Apoſtle in theſe Verſes, labourg 


N to aſſwage and moderate the Sorrows of 
& 


Chriſtians, on Occaſion of the Depar- 


OW 
N 205 2 ture of their pious Friends, Acquain- 
285 


r 5 tances and Relations, by obſerving to 
them, that their Death was but like a 
8 3 S Sleep, from which they ſhould be in dus 
Yr. , Scaſon awak'd ; and that to indulge an 
SSN 2 N exceſs of Grief on ſuch Occaſions, was 
IT but to imitate the unreaſonable prac- 
. . tice of the Pagans, who had no 3 
| bl the Reſurrection of the Dead, and 
a bleſſed Immortality enſuing upen it. This Reſurrection the A- 
poſtle aſſures us, is a neceſſary canſequent of the Reſurrection of 
Cunts r, for: if we believe that Is us dyed and roſe again, even 
o them alſo which ſleep in A will God bring with him, i. e, 
"Thoſe who die in a State of vital Union to CHRIST, he will brin 
their Souls with him in Triùmph to the Seat of Judgment, — 
unite them to their Bodies rais'd from the Dead, that ſo they 
may enjoy conſumate Bleſſedneſs. 22 1 
| From the Words of our Text conſider'd complexly, we may 
collect the following Propoſition, which I think contains their 
Subſtance and Scope, viz. That the Confideration of the glorious Re- 
ſurrection of ſuch ' as fleep in Jesus, may juſtly check immoderate 
Sorrow for their Departure row 11. g . 

Is Diſcourſing upon which, I would enquire, 

I. Who thoſe are who may b ſaid to Sleep in jesus. 
II. Repreſent the Properties of that Sorrow which is immoderats 
an this Occaſion. „„ N 
III. Offer ſome Thoughts upon the Reſurrection of the juſt, ang 
few why the Conſideration hereof, ought to give an allay to the 
Former Sorrow, I return to the © | | 
1 propos d, Which was to enquire, vo thoſe are that Sleep 
Ns EsUs. Previous to which I would obſerve, that Death. is 
here compared to a Sleep, becauſe of the Analogy between them, 
eſpecially in the following Inſtances, namely. 
*. g 4 * * + — A 2 . 


* 
—— — — — — 7 q 
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1 / Fonrrax Sermon. _ 
"Warn we Slee our Sen et are bound uf, ſo that we cannot be- 


2 done about us. And thus when we die, our Eyes 
- are 


ſhut, our Eye ſtrings broken, ſo that we cannot behold What 


is done under the Sun. | 0 


„Wurn we ſleep we are likewiſe unactive and cannot carry on 
the. Buſineſs of Life. And thus in the. Grawe. whither we alk 
hafen, there is no Work nor Invention, and therefore we ſhould. 
, ! Fl 
** FARTHER, Heep gives reft to- the Pody. And does not Death 
do fo likewiſe? ob, ſpeaking of. Death, ſayeth,, / ſhau,H have. 
Ben till and been quiet, I ſhould have ſlept, then had JI been at 
Feſt, In the Grave is a Re from labour and travail, a Ref from 
trouble and oppreſſian, there the Wicked ceaſe from Traubling, and 
the Weary are at Reft, a rift from Sorrow and Suffering, no 
Sickneſs or Uneaſineſs ſhall aMi& us there, and that which is; 
indeed the beſt of all, there is a ref? from Sin and every Temp-. 
tation to. it??! J n | : 


His Law. 


AS *, 


2 WaiLEt in a State of Nature we are ſeparated from Chrift, 


. . 5 * 4 
© Iaiah lvi. 2. Proverbs xiv. 32. | X 


\ % 


- 


— 


1 are new Creatures, have Fellowſhip with the Father, and 
with his Son 7e/us Chr, and walk even as he wakee. 
Hz ax it may not be improper to offer ſome general Hints 
oncerning Death, Which is doubtleſs a Diſſolution of the Unzom 
erween the oul and Body, whereby tho' the Soul is not hin- 
red in its activity, yet the Body is hereby rendred a pale and in- 
active Carcaſf ! If the Soul ſometimes acts without the Aſſiſtance 
of the Body, while it is in a State of Union with it, as particulars . 
ly in /lecp ;i/ how much more may it act in a State of Separation 
from it. . | 
; Tre ſacred Scriptures inform us, that Death came into the 
World by Sin, and is the Wages of it, and to this Teſtimony right 


Reaſon accords, for why ſhould a Puniſhment be inflicted without 
reſpect had to a previous Fault! 


THAT which gives Death a very ſolemn Sound, is that it not 
only concludes the Projects, L abours, and Enjoy ments of Life, but 
likewiſe brings the Seaions and Means of Grace we enjoy to a final 
Period; we are then call'd to an account for our Stewardſhip, fer 
ave may be no longer Stewards. When Men's Ercath goeth out, in that 
wry, Day their. Theughts periſh : All the Projects to ſecure a future 
temporal Good, which perhaps too much occupy'd and perplex'd 
their anxidus . labouring Minds, are ſuddenly broken ard cruſted 
by the Foot of Death, and they of Conſequence ditappointed of 
tueir fond Expectations [..- 

Ar Death our State of Trial expires, and we immediately enter 
into an unchangeable and eternal State of Rewards or Puniſh- 
ments; the Comtort or Miſery of which, the ſtrongeſt Imagination 
cannot ſufficiently paint, the largeſt Underſtanding comprehend or 
the molt eloquent Longue express. 

. ANnD tio! the Time of our Death be known to and fixed by 
the Almighty, who has appainted to Man, as a Hircling, his Days, 
and eſtabliſhed his Bounds ſo that he cannot paſs yet from us it 
is for wiſe Reaſons kept ſecret, that we may be thereby excited 
to continual Preparation, ſeeing we know not. what a Day may 
bring forth, I praceed tobe % ˙ ah. 8 
II. Propos'd, Which was to repreſent the Properties of immo- 
derate Sorrow for the Death of others. 42 
No doubt we ſhould have a tender Senſe of the . * Diſ- 
22 of Gop in thoſe afflictive bereavements! Humble our- 
ſelves under his mighty Hand, and call upon him in-the-Day.of 
our Trouble. The Religion of Cur15T being ratippal, does nt 
oblige. us to be as Stocks or Stones, inſenſibie  undes/Atthotztns, 
but on the contrary forbids it, 4% Son deſpiſe not the G of 
the Lord. IJ. aſficted them, faith the Almighty by the Prophet, 
and they have not grieved, yea, they r. fiſed to receiue Currection. 
True Chriſtianity does not deſtroy the proper Uſe of the Paſſions, 

but only regulates. their Objects and Exerciſe, guides them ino. a 
proper Channel, and keeps them within the bounds of Reaſon and 

ecency ; for Exceſſes are as hurtful to us, as they aig diſhongur- 


wie to Religigr 
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: per fett 1 
ro 1 | at t 
Lord that Hall fand, and be will do all bis Pleaſure. 


ſiclerable ; 


_* Converſion that is here intended, for the | 
that a Number ſhall be converted and born again in order to be 
damned, which is both falſe and abſurd, and contrary to what 
- Chrift has elſewhere declared! And therefore it is the Reſurrection 
of the Body that our Saviour aſſerts, for there are but theſe two 
Kinds of Reſurrection, wiz. of the Mind and of the Body. And 
dene Chrift promiſes to raiſe up his People at the laſt Day, who 


| have 
therewith rewarded according to them. ä 


Bor when may Sorrows for the deceaſed, be ſaid to be immg- 
derate ? I anſwet, when they incline us to murmur againſt God's 
Providence, which is always wiſe, righteous, and ſovereign, the 
Wheels whoreof are full of Eyes, Fehowah is a Rock, his Ways are 

C of Truth and «without | Thiguity, * and right is 
-be ; there are many deviſes in Man's Heart , e Council of the 


Moxzover Sorrow may be ſaid to be immoderate, when we 
are hereby diſpoſed to rut Gop's Promiſes, which are faith- 
ful, and cannot, will not fail of a ſeaſonable Accompliſhment, 


when thro' this Diffidenee we are ready to faint by the Way, 


and fink under the Weight of our Preflures, when we are there. 


dy rendered unable to perform the Duties required of us, and 


look upon the remaining Conſolations of Gos as ſmall and incon- 
4 n „„ r r 


« 
L 


Now as immoderate Grie contains in it, reat Ingratitude 


againſt Gop's Goodneſs, and Rebellion againſt his Authority, ſo 
it cannot remove our Miſeries, hut only make us more unable to 
endure them. f 7 | nee ink 


TY e 
III. Propos'd, Comes next to be conſidered, which was to of- 


fer ſome Thoughts upon the Reſarre&ion of the Tiff, and 


ſhew why the Conſideration hereof ſhould give an allay to im- 
moderate S$orronv for their Departure from u: | 
Our Lord himſelf expreſsly aſſerts the Refurre#ion of the Dead 


in theſe memorable Words, Marvel not ar this ; for the Hour is 


coming, in the which all that are in the Graves ſhall hear bis 


Voice, and ſhall come forth, they that hawe done Good, unto the Reſur- 
rection of Life ; and they that have done Evil, unto the Reſur- 


rection of Damnation.* It cannot be a —_ Reſurrection or 
the Meaning would be 


did before experience a ſpiritual Reſurrection or Converſion, and 
we are farther inform'd that Gop will fewallew 7 Death in 
Fifory.t It is but reaſonable and juſt, that thoſe Bodies which 

hom the Companions of the Soul in its Actions, ſhould be 


ByT the Reſurrection of Chrift from the Dead, is, methinks, 


an Unanſwerable Argument of our Neſurrection; if it be con- 


dered, that be aroſe as a publick Perſon, as the Head of his 
Church, and promiſed that their Bodies ſhould be made like to his 
: glorious Body. The fr ft Fruits are aſure Evidence of a future Har- 


, "weft, of the ſame kind therewith : But zow tis Chrift riſen 2 * 


T 
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the Dead, ſaith the Apoſtle, and become the firfs Fruits of them: 
that flept.* To imagine that this Reſurrection of Chrift was 
ſpiritual, (ſignify ing his Converſion) is ridiculous and blaſphemous f 
For this would ſuppoſe that he was before dead in Sins and Tre, 
paſſes, and it is contrary to the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles, wha 
declare that they ſaw him, convers'd, and eat with him after his 
Reſurrefion ; and ſaw him after ſome Time aſcending to Heawen 3. 
to which the Declaration of CurisT himſelf accords, who when, 
his Diſciples were terrified at his firſt Appearance to them, after 
his Re/urredion, imagining that they had ſeen a Spirit, addreſſed 
them in this Language, Behold my Hands and my Feet, that it is 
I My SELF, handle me and ſee me, for a Spirit hath not, Flad 
and Bones, as ye ſee me have.f ; 

Tu Inſtance of THomas one wauld think is ſufficient to con- 
vince even Infidelity itſelf, When the other Diſciples informed him 
that they had ſeen the Lord after his Reſurrettion ; be reply'd, ex- 
cept 1 ſhall ſee in. his Hands, the Print of the Nails, and put my, 
Fingers into the: Print of the Nails, and thruſt my Hand into his 
Side, 1 will hot believe. This, peeviſh Infidelity ſhew'd, that he 
bad but little Knowledge of Cnririr's Godhead, and had given 
little heed to the Promi/e our Lord had made, of his riſing again 
on the third Day, after his Crucifixion. | 1 
To convince this Man of his 1 4 eight Do afterwards, 
Js$us in the Preſence of the Diſcip s addreſſed him, Thomas 
reach hither thy Finger, and behold my Hands, and reach hither 
thy Hand, and thruſt it into my Side, and be not faithleſs but be- 
lieving. Me gin apiftos. Do not become an Unbeliever to ſig - 
nify that the Denial of Cukisr's Reſurrection, eſpecially under 
the Advantage of the ſtrongeſt Evidences in favour of it, is an 
2 of the total Want of true Faith, or real Goodneſa and 
Piety | | | 

THOMAS having comply'd with his Lord's Injunction, 1 
3. 1. upon which Scripture Tertullian obſerves, *- that the Apo- 
<* ſitle's hearing and ſeeing, and handling of him, convinced them 
* that the Bogy of Chriſt was no Phanta/m, (epſe auditus, et vi- 
* ſus, et ne phantaſma crederetur, etiam contreftatus; Tertul. ads 
* werſus prexeam.” ) I ſay Thomas having comply'd with the afore- 
faid Injunction was convinc'd of his perilous Miſtake, and there- 
upon immediately acknowledged Chrift to be the Lord his God, 
Kying my Lord, and my God. | \ | 
. Urox this Acknowlegement; A. obſerved as follows, Nh 
becauje thou haſt ſeen me, thou believed; blefſed' are they who 
have not ſeen, and yet have believed; as if Chrift had ſaid, thou 
haſt been enduced by the Teſtimony of thy Senſes, to believe in 
the reality of my Reſurre&ion, thou doſt well, in that thou haſh 
ſeen me, haſt felt me, and ſo believed; but it is more noble ta 
believe in my Reſurre&ion from the Dead, Pe: * - 


2 TY > ST 
4 
22 * . m ih as as. Se. ny 


8 A Fountrat SERMON, 
Able Evidence; this, this, is the Way to true BLEesSEDNESs ! See 
John xx, Chap. | 


- * Warn the Jews afk'd a Sign of tad Lord's divine Miſon and 


Authority, he referred them to his R-ſurrefion, deſtroy THIS: 
Tx MPLE, an; tn three Days weill 7 raiſe it up: This 2 Spake. 
of the Yemple & bis Body: When therefore he was riſen from the. 
Dead, his 'Diſciples remembered that he had ſaid this unte them, - 

and they bolicved the Scripture, (John ii. 19822.) And hence 
we may learn, that to deny the RtsverecTION of the s Aux 
Bop r of Cnals ri which was laid in the SETI CARE, is to 
DISBELIEVE the SCRIPTURE; to make CyRisT 4 fals PRo- 


 PHET, to overthrow the Siga or Evibtxcs of his divine Mis- 


s 10, which he himſelf directed them to, and conſequently to 
sar the very FouNDATiOVHS of CarisTIANITY, Very terri- 


- 


ble, but. unavoidable Conſequence: fo ou ee ee nn fo 
WII then, ſeeing the fame }oly which was laid in the Se- 
pulchre, with its. Fleſh: and Bones, was raiſed from the Dead, 
then either the ſame numerical. Bodies of his People, _— in. 


the duſt ſhall be raiſed (as to their Subſtance) at Ree Ju ge- 


ment, or his Promiſe of making them like his, muſt entirely fail. 
Now if -Chriſt be preachd that he roſe from the Dead, how . ſay” 
fome among you that there is no Reſurrefion of the Dead, but if} 
there -be no Reſurrection of the Dead, then is Chriſt not riſen, and if 
Chriſt be not riſen, then is our preaching vain; and your Faith is. 
alſa vain; yea we are found (faith the = falſe. Witneſſes, 
of God, becauſe we have teſiify'd of God, that he roifed up Chriſt, 
ahb he raiſed not up, if Jo be that the Dead riſe te.. 
Fon what bas been ſaid, the great ſtreſs which the Apoſtle: 
lays upon this :DocTrinE of CurisT1anityY eaſily appears; 
Agreeable to which is what he elſewhere ſpeaks | of Hyme- 
meous and Philetus, who, ſays he, concerning the Truth have erred, 
Saying, that the Reſurrettion is paſſed already, and overthrow the 


Faith of ſome. F He likewiſe obſerves, that their Word eat as. 


goth a Canter; their Doctrine ſpread like a Ganpreen, ; they vainly 
imagined that there ſhould be no Reſurrection of the Body in time 
coming; but that what was intended by the Reſurrection m>cripture, 
was already paſs d, either in the Reſurrethon of Gbrift, or in the 
ſpiritual Change which is wrought in the Hearts of good Men iv 


this Lite by the Holy Ghoſt. The orruption and Danger of 


QS 


which fleſh pleaſing Principle, the Apoſtle ſets himſelf to oppoſe 
and repreſent. - „„ 

Nox was this Notion peculiar to ſome erroneous and heretical 
Chriſtians in the Apoſtolick I imes, No! It was the univerſal Opi- 
nion of the Saduces and Pagans, tuat there will be no ReſurreQionl 
of the Dead. The former deny'd it, and the latter derided it. 


W -# 


When the erroneous Suduces (Men of the ſame ſtamp with the. 


modern Deifts) wao ſay that there is no Reſurrection, endeavoured td 
- | | nonp 


21 Cor. xv. 44 Tim. ii, 17, 18 
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gonplus our Load concerning. it, by an impertinent query, 
He atifwered, . do err not — Fa Scriptures, ar the | pr 
Jad, far in the Reſarrectian they.: neither - marry nor are giuen in 
arriage. (Xt) The proud Pagan Athenians, when they heard 
Paul preach of the Reſurrection of the Nead, they mock'd him, ( 
they look'd upon the Opinion as abſurd_and ridiculous; and 
wonder, for in tbe Wiſdom of God, the, World by.. Wiſdom knews 
not God The Doctrine of Christ's. Cruci firian and Neſurrection, 
Was to the Fews a ffumbling block, and to Ihe Greeks foolifoneſs, but 
to thoſe that believe it is the Wiſdom of Cod, and.the Power of Gd. 
© MeTyinxs the Evangeli/ts Declaration, that. at the Crucifixion' 
of CHRIST, the Graves avere opened, and. many Bodies of | Saints © 
\ which. Net aroſe, and came out of their Graves after his Reſur- 
reaion; and went. into: the holy City, and appenr'd to. many, ( 
is no juconſiderable Proof of the Rxsuartction of the Dan, 
for hereby a plain Sexc1mex is given of it. 
' IMienr add, that if 75 Boch did not ariſe, the Saul would 
not be compleatly happy, becauſe. of its deſire of Union therewith. 
| Tux Re urrectian is properly the reviving-or raiſing up a dead 
Body. and re-uniting it to its own Soul; 7% dead Men, ſaith the 
Prophet, Sall live together, xwith my dad Body ſhall they. ariſes 
awake and fing ye that wk in the Duſt, of thy dew is as the 
dew of "Herbs, and the Earth ſhall caft out her Dead. (nl. 
i "Tat Cauſe of it, 18 the Almig ty Power of God: And hence 
the Reſurrection of wat is alcrib'd to the .avorking of his mighty 
Power, (o) To the Exertion of which, the Sound of the laſt 
Trump, and Voice of the Arch-Angel, will be introductory 
Preludes, or Preparatory Signals l ok 
The Subjects of the Reſurrection, are all that ever liv'd, and 
have dyed, and have not yet riſen from the Dead, and all that 
hall exiſt to the End of Time, thoſe, only excepted who ſhall be 
found alive at the coming. of * to judge the World, au fhadl. 
not:/leep tbe ſleep of Death, but be changed in a: Moment, in the 
twinkling of an Eye, at the laſt Trump; for the Trumpet /o 
Sound — the Dea FRY be rais'd incorruptible. (þ) There ſba. 
be a Reſurrefion both of the Juſt and Unjuſt ; the Dead, ſmall and 
great, ſhall land before God ; the Sea 25 ive up its dead, and 
* and Hell all give up their Dead. 4) 1112 
Tur Time of the Reſurre&ion will be the End of the World. 
juſt before the general Judgment, then, faith the Apoſtle, com- 
eth the End, when he Hall bade delivered up the Kingdom ts God, 
even the Father, when he Hall -hawe put down all Rule and all Au- 
thority and Poawer,----The laft Enemy ſhall be then deſtroyed, which 
#: Death: (r) LEW FE | G 
| 15 B. | _ 


7" (9 Mar. xxll, 00 Kr xvii. 2. () Mate ax. l. 52, gl. 


n) liaiah xxvi 19. (e) Epheſ. xix 20. (p) 1 Cur. Xv. 5 ff 
Ad XIV. is. Rev. Xx 12, 13. () 1 Cor. XV 24,26 
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The End of the Reſurrection, is undoubtedly the Glory of God's 
Power, Mercy and Juſtice, which will be hereby rendered emi- 
nently conſpicuouns. . ee 
. Tas Differences of the Reſurrection of the Juft and Unjuſt; will 
de very great; altho* both ſhall be raiſed by the ſame Power; 
and judged by the ſame Judge, and made Immortal, yet there 
will be a vaſt difference in many reſpects, particularly as to the 
Principle, End and Manner. We: * 
Tut Principle of the one, will be God's Love and Promiſe; 
und the Merit of Chrif: Hence Chrift is called the Reſurrection; 
not only as he is the efficient but meritorious Cauſe of it; in con- 
j -ſequence of which, he promiſes to raiſe up his at the laſt Day: 
But the Reſurrettion of the Wicked, flows from God's Juſtice 
| and threatning. | n . 
Tus End will be alſd very different, which the Prophet em- 
| phatically repreſents, and many that ſleep in the duſt of the Earth 
| Hall awake, ſome to everlaſfiing Life, and ſome to ſhame and ever- 
laſting contempt. iz F 0 | . 
| Tur Manner will be likewiſe different; for the Bodies of the 
| Gaints will be ſpiritual, in reſpect of their Qualities: It is ſown, 
| fays the Apoſtle; à natural Body, it is raiſed a ſpiritual Body, (t) 
| and therefore they will be nimble in their Motions, and no Ob- 
ſtruction to the Soul in its Operations: In the mean time, you may 
« obſerve, that the Apoſtle Points to the Samus IT, both as natu- 
ral and ſpiritual, ſhewing that it is the "oy ſame numerical iden- 
"tical Body, as to ſubſtance, which was laid in the Grave, and ſuf- 
| fers ſach a Change in Quality or Diſpoſitior;  -' * _. 
| Faruk the Bodies of thoſe that Sleep in Jef, will be In- 
mortal in Duration; tor then mortality ſhall pat on immortality,” and 
corruption, incortuption. In refpe& of Ponder, they will be Strong, 
it is ſown in Weakneſs; it ts rais'd in Power; they ſhall no 
more labour under Weakneſs, or be expoſed to wearineſs, to ſick- 
neſs or Pain. The Inhabitant of the new Jeruſalem, Hall not ſay, 
Tam fick, the People that dwell therein ſhall be forgiven their Ini- 
guities. (u All Tears ſhall be wip'd away from their Eyes, 
all Sorrow and Sighing ſhall fly for ever from their Hearts: They 
mall not need Cloaths or Food, being /piritua/; or Sleep or Mar- 
riage, being immortal; like the Angels of God in Heaven, as 
our SAVIOUR informs us, (w} As to form, the Badies of thoſe 
that S/zep in Jeſus, will be beautiful and glorious ; it is ſown in 
Diſbonour, it is raiſed in Glory. It will be Perfect in Parts, and 
 adorn'd with the brighteſt Splendors; and ſo made like the glorious 
Body of Chrift, which at his Transfiguration ſhone as the Sun, 
While his Razment was white as the Right. (x) HK. 
Bur the Bodies of the Wicked, ſhall be raiſed in Diſbonour, 
end be an abhorring to all Fleſh, (y) | 
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Tua the ſame Body, in Subſtance; will be rais'd from the: 


Dead, s $ (beſides what has been already offered upon this © 
Head) — the expreſs Teſtimony of Job, who declar'd, that the? * 
Worms / deſtrey'd his © Body, yet in bis Fleſb he ſhould fee Get ( 
And indeed if it were not ſo, but that another Body, different 
in Subſtanee from the former, ſhould be form'd in the End of Time © 
and united to the Soul, it would not be a Reſurrection, but a new" 
Creation: For the Reſurrection is a ſtanding up again of the ſame 
Body that fell into the Duſt of Death; and hence it is compared 
to a Sleep, to ſignify that it is the ſame Body that dyes, that a- 
wakes at the Reſurrectian. Was it not; the ſame Body of Chrit 
that: was crucify'd,” that aroſe from the Dead? If not what ſhall 
pme of the 1 the Goſpel, which (in a great Mea 
are) Mang upon i 7. Moi hom | 2) 0 916 
ls it not reaſonable, that the ſame Body that ſin d, ſhould ſuffer, 
and not another that has not been acceſſary thereto? And is it not 
equally reaſonable, that the Bodies of the Saints, which are Tem- 
ples of the Holy Ghoft, and Members of Chniſi, and have contribu- 
ted their Part in Acts of Devotion, Vertue and Charity, ſhould in 
conſequence hereof be glorified together with the Sgul, in the Pre- 
ſence of God forever. „ 23} YO. 2506 524d 
' Is thoſe that are alive at the coming of Grif to judgment 
ſhall not die, but be d in a moment, as was before obſerved. 
then the ſame Body, in Subſtance, that is now united to the Soul, 
3s only altered or changed as to. its Qualities, and goes to Heaven: 
If it is not ſeparated from the Soul, it goes with it to Heaven; 
but it is not ſeparated; ſays the Apoſtle (1 Cor. xv. 7.) Behold Ih 
you a Myſtery, aue. ſhall not all Sleep, but aue fall all be changed in 
4 Moment at the · laſ Trump. Now without Death (which is fre- 
ently term'd Sleep in Scripture) there can be no Separation of the 
oul from the Body, far the Nature of Death conſiſts therein: 
And if the preſent Body be not ſeparated, another newly created 
cannot be united to the Soul, unleſs it be ſuppos'd to go to Hea- 
ven with two Bodies of different Kinds, which is as abſurd as it 
is -unſcriptural. OM 9014 eee I OY 
„WII if ſome have gone to Heaven with the ſame Body in 
Suhftance, as was united to the Soul in this Life; witneſs Enoch 
Elias, and our LoD JESUS; and many. ſhall do ſo at the laſt- 
| urs as the Apoſtle aſſures us in the Seripture before quoted: 
hen why not all that are pious ?. Is there, any, mention in the in- 
ſpired Wiritings, that ſome. of the Saints, after the general Judg- 
ment, ſhall have one ſort of Body, and others another? No !' 
But if there was, would it. vot contradict that Promiſe, that our 
vile Bodies (without Exception) Hall be changed and faſpioned like. 
wnto the glorious Body of GHRIST ? (Phil. iii. 21,) b F248 + 
Tun Grave which is. a Priſon to the impenitent Sinner, is a Bed 
of Reft to a Saint of God, in * it ſleeps —_——_— 
| / 3 E ö 3 „ | 2 : : N , - 
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ral Reſurtection. It is till; united to CR notwithſfanding f 
its Separation from the Soul, and is kept by a wakeful Providence 
that none of it be .mifimg, and when the appointed Fime comes, 
ic hall be brought with Honour and Triumph from its dwelling 
in the Duſt, and reunited to its antient andꝭ intimate Companion, 
that both may mutually glorify and enjoy the hleſſed God, with 
out Defect, Interruption on Endan.. O. 11. tos: var 911197 D429 
Tuss Conſiderations, together with à view of the: glorious.) 
State of perfect and perpetual Freedom, from every Sin and from 
every Miſery, and the. everlaſting Poſſeſſion of all God, which 

ole that ſleep in Jas vs: paſs into, may reaſonably: moderate our 

qrrowes for their Departure from us; ſeeing that they ares un- 
ſpeakably more happy, than while they ſojourned with us in this 


Tale of. Tears! They now behold, without a G, the adorable. 
Perfection of the divine Marre, the inimitable, the inexpreſiible; 


Charms of the divine Word.and Works (of Creation, Redemption, 
and Providence.) which here they had but ſmall and tranſient, 
yet ſweet and delightful; Glimpſes of they now are perfedih/ con- 
form'd to Gov in! Heling, and perfectly enjoy Jehovah's 
Love, without Interruption, vithout la Periad, or any Eears of it; 
this fills their Hearts with Raviſhment; this tunes their Tongues ſor 
unceaſing Hoſanna s, to: Go and the Ix thats ſits upon the 
Throne. There no Sin, no Sorrom, no Temptation, fhall have any 
Entrance ! O bleſſed Place l Wo, wou'di not deſire to be diſſolvd, 


and to be with: Js vs H then can We be exceſſively ꝑgrieved 
= any that have gone from this miſerable World, this Place o 


roaning and Wearineſs thither ? Seeing that our Loſs is their, 
Gain, and we ſhall ſee them again, when they awake out of their 
os in the Morning; of the Refaurredion, cloth'd. with the ſame: 
odies as ta Subſtance, hut glorious in their Qualities, for them: 
that Sleep in JESUS: Hall GOD: bring. with bim. 
Bur it is objected, that the Doctrine of the Reſurredtion op- 
poſes! Reaſon. I anſwer; No, it does not: For it is not impoſſible 
in the Nature of. Things ; there is no Abſurdity. or Contradiction · 
in it. Why may not. that Go who made all Things out of No- 
thing, raiſe the Dead out of Something? And indeed the Almighty 


 Paxwer of Gov, is the Principle which Chi himſelf reſolves the 


eſarreftion.intog as has been b obſer vad. 
: Nox is it difficult for that. Cod, to whoſe. Eye all Nature is en- 
tirely and eternally: open, who: ſees were every Particle of his 
People's. Duſt: is'-ſcattered, and is ing nite in — to prevent 
by has al erning Provident, the Commiæture of Bodies, ſo. that 
eyery.' oul.- ſhall-have' its own Body, at the Advent of Jeſus toi 
Bur does not the Scripture inform us, that the Saints ſhall be. 
Mlce the Angels,; even in regard of their Bodies? It is true, but that 
is not in regard of the ſameneſs of - Nature, but only as. to Simili- 
tade or reſemblance of Qzalities; their Bodies will be like the 


Angels, incorruptible, immortal, but not of the ſame Nature or 


11 3 


Aublance with them, pure Spirito; for that is not aſlerted,, and 

| Indeed to aſſert it, implies a Contradiction for a Body and a. Spy 
vit are of diffgrent Natures, ſo that both can not be the fame: 

* Lord confirms by theſe Words before mentioned;, a Syed. 


have heard, wuhich.we baue — with our Eyes, which <ye- hawi 
looked: on, ſaith he, and our Hands have handled of tb Wit 
Life, and bear witneſs tbat eternal. Life war auith the 


handled or felt che Body of Chrif?, both before bis Death, andy 
1. 2 Lal 


E vin 


> 


right -R-aſon- adds its bats, by ink 


rr La 
men ions of h, breadth, | gal. 


and 


. 


an 
P * 1 himſelf in Oppoſi 
ninciples pies af Science, as well as:toi Pxperience, and 1 

6 ſays, that i: is Jorvn a natural Both, is 
raiſed a ſpiritual Roady yes. but ſtill: he calls it Hoch, points 
to. the _ Body that was ./ows- or put into the Grave'z i and 


therefore muſt intend Matter however reſind or elſe he does not 


peak good Senſe; but the latter is impion ng , and-thete- 
ore the former is true. If the Apoſtle: had:defign'd-to acquaint us, 


IN. ord, that fpiritua 
has Marter, or it has not. 


Body. will be. turn'd inta a pure 
Spirit, which'is more abſurd, if poſſible, than the former! Be- 
cauſe. in this Caſe it not only follows, that every one will have 
two Sula, but that in order to the Formation of one of them, 
the Subſtance of the; preſent: Body muſt be reduced to nothing 

while it retains the Nature of a Body, it cannot be a Siri 33 
and if it be reduced to Nothing, how can it be faid tobe turn d 
into a Spirit? Is ãt notas contrary: to the divine . iſdim, to ani 
W Part. of his Creation, as it is impoſſible for his Power, 


ter at the general | 


923 ˙ . acts a, 22 65s 
a * \ Ms in 


2s _ -&iPunzzar; Srinor, 
"$0" prodiice what is contradictory to ' Reajer,. and the Nature uf 
Thing#? For chat-would imply Weakneſ . 56% 


Bor if che aforeſaid Body, has Mater, tho. never ſo much re- 
Aud and ſpiritualin d in its Qualities, il not the Cauſe in Effect 


See nd ib it: not · more agreeable to Scripture and Rea on. 
to conclude, that thät Matter will be what was united to the 
Sal before, rather than Matter newly created, ſeeing there is no 


mention (in Scripture) of ſuch a riew. Creation of Bodies, or Mats. 
ent, nor is it conſiſtent with the divine 
Wiſdom; to exert Almighty Power; in creating new Matter with-. 
ont any Neceſſity? Not to ſay that it is hard to reconcile. the 
al Puniſhment" of Bodiés newly created, without any Fault 


n: v9 | 
contracted by them to the common Maxims of Juſtice and E iy, 


Which all Mankind db wich one Voice acknowledge. ; 
Ax altho' ſinful and corruptible Fl "and Blood cannot enter 
into the Kingdem of GOD, yet ſinleſs and 8 can 
otherwiſe the Body of 'Chrift muſt be excluded from a Place there, 
Which is ſhocking' to imagine } The Apoſtle in the latter Part ofi 
che Verſe referred to, 'ſhews that he means corryptible Fleſn and 
Blood, by ſaying neither dbib Corruplicosm inherit Incorruption. ' 
Sur y either ſome. Charity ſhould he extended ta Je Che ig, 
by thoſe that profeſs. his Name, or elſe, in order to be ſelf· con- 
Aiſtent, they ſhould lay aſide that Profeſon altogether, and open - 
y renounce all Claim to him, or the grand Peculiärs of his Reli- 


gion, and aſſume to themſelves another Character; for it is but 


t and candid, that Names and Things ſhould If the very 
Body of Chrin (as to Subſtance) which was laid in the Sepulchre 
did not go to Heaven, the Arosrits are FALsB WITRESsSKG 
Custer himſelf is unworthy of our CA DIT! and conſequently 
Mis RETICIon O VERTU W VO N 
Ir is true the Apoſtle ſayeth, thou ſoweft not that Body that all. 
, but bare Grain it may chance of Wheat, or ſome other Grain, 


% God giveth it a Buch at it pleoſeth him, to every. Seed its | own. 


Body. | The true meaning of which is no more, than that God 
veth to every Grain or Kind of Seed, ſuch a Body as is agreea- 
dle to his Will, and a different Body according to.the Nature of 
the Grain: Vet none can reaſonably deny, but that it is the Seed 
x which cometh up, tho' with e ee ws fr .reſpc& of 
ſome *2xalities: When it is ſown, it is bare grain, but when it a- 
gain tiſeth, it is nat bare Grain, without either Stalk or Ear, 
which was the Body ſown ; yet every particular Grain has its 
fticular Body, and the ſame in Kind with itſelf, tho? different. 

n Qualities, The Apoſtle's defign in theſe S;militudes,' is partly 


| ©o ſhew the Poſſibility of a Reſurrection, by obſerving, that bar 


hich is fown is not quickned except it die; and partly to ſhew 
e Manner of it, in the different Qualities and Condition of 
Bodies after the Reſurrefion, to what they are at preſent ; they 
dre now mur ral, but then they will be immortal, &c, 
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Tut Improvement of, this Subject remains 0 
SHALL the Bodies of thoſe that Sleep in JESUS, be raiſe 
from the Dead and glority'd :. Then, methinks, the Conſideration 
hereof ſhould conſtrain us to preſerve: them in Sanctity and He- 
nour, not making the Members of Chriſt the Members of a Harlas, 
but glorifying God in our Bodies and Spirits; which are Gods we 
ſho wo our Eyes from unchaſte Glances, our Tongues from: 
Slander and evil 8 ing, and our Hands from Bribe. 
T uz Doctrinal Propoſition I have been diſcourſing 
eaſily applies itſelf to the preſent Occaſion, foraſmuch as there 
is Reaſon to hope, from the deceaſed” Vouths ſoundneſs in Chriſ- 
tian Principles, acquaintance with experimental Religion, and 
blameleſs Converſation,” that he ſlept in Jeſus, there is no Reaſon 
for his Relations indulging an exceſs of Grief, on Occaſion of his 
Departure from them to a better World. They ſhould rather 
2 in the Language of Eli and David, It is the Lord, let him 
what ſeemeth him gped: . The Lord has given, the Lord bas takin 
away, blefſed be the Name of the Lord. In the mean Time they 
ſhould be hereby excited to prepare for their own Change, by 
the earneſt Uſe of all appointed Means. When afflitive bereave- 
ments are conſcientiouſly improved, they become valuable Mer- 
cies. Hear ye the Rod; and who hath appointed it, and behold Jeho- 
vah's Name wrote upon it. Deſpi/ſe not the chaſining of the 
Lord, nor faint when.ye are rebuked of bim; for tho ' no * 
for the preſent feemeth joyous, but grievous; nevertheleſs it yieldet 
_ 9 Fruits of Righteouſneſs unto them that are exerciſed 
Bur to addreſs the Audience more generally. Seging_ that 
thoſe who Sleep in Jeſus, are tranſlated to ſuch a bleſſed State, 
we ſhould enquire, whether we are in Chrift ? For ſurely none 
but ſuch who are in him in Life, can reaſonably expect to Sleep 
in him at Death. Have we received Chrift by Faith? Have w 
had Communion in his Love ? And are we conformed to his Law 1 
Is Chrift 1 to: us? Do we live to his Glory and upon his 
Offices ? we love his People, and are we concerned for his 
Honour and Kingdom ? Such as have experienced theſe Things, 
need not be afraid of Death, for it will but as a refreſhin 
Sleep to them, 4 Bleſſed inlet to a glorious Eternity, But ſack 
as are deſtitute of the aforeſaid Characters, have Reaſon, 
to be afraid of Death, becauſe of the dreadful Confequences of 
It to Chriſtleſs Souls. Is it not a dreadful Thing to be forever 
2 from all the Sweets of Paradiſe, and to fall into the 
ands of the living God ? | 5 "Peat 
Doxs Death put a final period to all our temporal Enjoy - 
ments? Then ſhould we not labour to be weaned from them, 
And ſet our Affections on the Things that are above! 
O BaeTuren! What Reaſon have ſuch dying Worms as we, 
| Vho multibe ſo ſoon reduced to Rotteneſ and Putrefaction, _ 
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